[Levels of alpha-2-macroglobulin in blood serum of women giving birth to hypotrophic and eutrophic newborns].
We tested the concentration of alpha-2-macroglobulin in sera of 33 women bearing eutrophic newborns, 36 women bearing hypotrophic newborns and 30 healthy not pregnant women in reproductive age. The concentration of this inhibitor was measured using radial immunodiffusion method according to Mancini et al. We found distinct decrease of alpha-2-macroglobulin concentration in sera of bearing women. In women bearing eutrophic newborns we found 154 mg/dl, in women bearing hypo-trophic newborns 171 mg/dl whereas in controls 250 mg/dl. We have noted statistically significant differences between tested groups to controls and between investigated groups. Taking under consideration the role of alpha-2-macroglobulin as the modulator of immune system as well as the activity of several cytokins, therefore one can suppose that alpha-2-M may affect on cellular growth developed foetus in intrauterine.